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SUMMARY 


In  1957  the  population  showed  the  first  appreciable  increase  for  eight  years.  This  was  due 
largely  to  the  change  of  boundary,. 

The  number  of  births  was  the  highest  since  1948,  The  birth  rate  was  the  highest  since  1949, 

The  pattern  of  death  was  that  to  be  expected  in  an  area  of  South  East  England  well  provided 
with  social  services. 

For  the  first  time  since  1952  the  greatest  number  of  quarterly  deaths  in  the  town  was 
contained  in  the  last  quarter. 

Influenza  and  fog  visited  the  district  in  the  last  quarter. 

There  were  697  live  births  but  only  6 deaths  at  ages  cf  under  1 year 

Measles  made  its  biennial  visit. 

Poliomyelitis  caused  three  paralytic  and  three  non-paralytic  cases  in  the  third  quarter. 

Vaccination  rates  against  smallpox  and  diphtheria  were  good. 

The  re -vaccination  of  children  against  smallpox  was  again  negligible,,  Several  cases  cf 
smallpox  were  cared  for  in  the  smallpox  hospital  in  this  district 

The  number  of  houses  built  was  323. 

The  number  of  unfit  houses  demolished  or  closed  was  21. 
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BOROUGH  OF  DARTFORD 


Annual  Report  on  Certain  Matters  Concerning 
Public  Health  for  the  Year  1957 


MARCH,  1959. 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OP  THE  BOROUGH  OP  DARTPORD 


Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

INTRODUCTION.  I am  writing  to  discuss  the  information  which  comes  my  way  in  my  annual  attempt 
to  review  a year's  experience  of  the  health  of  the  people  of  Dartford  Borough.  Apart  from  being 
a statutory  duty,  the  reason  for  compiling  a report  each  year  is  that  it  is  an  exercise  in  the 
study  of  the  health  of  the  district  which  provides  self-instruction  and  guidance  on  certain 
local  affairs. 

Our  population  is  only  of  moderate  size  and  so  the  question  arises  as  to  whether  detailed 
study  of  our  material  is  worthwhile  in  view  of  the  influence  of  chance  in  the  formation  of  our 
figures.  However,  the  constancy  of  certain  ratios  suggests  that  chance  is  not  asserting  undue 
distortion.  For  instance  for  the  years  1955  = 1957  the  proportion  of  deaths  from  vascular 
lesions  of  the  nervous  system  has  been  11%,  12%,  13%;  that  from  cancer  has  been  20%,  20%,  18%; 
the  proportion  of  deaths  in  social  class  III  has  been  51%,  49%,  54%;  that  of  births  at  home  has 
been  17%,  16%,  19%. 


A considerable  amount  of  attention  is  given  in  the  tables  to  the  old  age  group.  The  reason 
for  this  is  that,  not  only  does  this  group  face  the  community  with  an  increasing  responsibility 
but  its  fragility  forms  a useful  indicator  of  the  influence  of  environmental  hazards  Formerly 
we  had  our  infant  deaths  as  a guide,  but  infant  care  is  now  so  effective  that  infant  deaths 
from  environmental  hazards  are  happily  too  few  for  this  purpose. 

It  may  be  thought  curious  that  attention  is  paid  to  social  class  in  causes  of  death  but 
the  reason  is  that  these  are  occupational  groups  each  of  which  has  its  own  environmental 
hazards.  Owing  to  differences  in  environment  death  rates  of  occupational  groups  also  differ 
and  these  differences  require  observation  to  find  where  adjustment  is  required  and  whether  our 
pattern  here  harmonises  with  that  of  the  nation. 

Births  have  been  classified  socially  with  a view  to  observing  the  effects  on  our  future 
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population  of  housing  policy  through  which  the  Council  have  a powerful  influence  on  the  choice 
of  the  characteristics  from  which  the  future  population  is  drawn.  Unfortunately,  in  housing, 
the  welfare  of  the  individual  may  be  in  conflict  with  that  of  the  community,  as  the  Council 
allocate  the  tenancies  of  their  houses  according  to  need  although  at  times  the  characteristics 
which  place  an  applicant  in  need  may  be  those  which  should  not  be  propagated.  On  the  other 
hand  house  ownership  tends  to  select  for  rehousing  a group  who  qualify  by  their  ability  to 
borrow,  which  ability  is  related  to  their  mental,  physical  and  social  well-being,  all  features 
which  it  is  desirable  to  nurture. 

POPULATION.  The  Registrar  General"  s estimated  mid-year  home  population  showed  an  increase  of 
1130  which  was  the  greatest  increase  in  the  last  nine  years.  As  58  acres  (65  according  to  R.G.) 
with  486  houses  occupied  by  a population  of  about  1500„  were  transferred  to  the  Borough  with 
the  extension  of  the  boundary,  one  would  have  expected  a greater  increase.  The  explanation  for 
the  apparent  discrepency  is  that  this  population  figure  of  41,980  is  a ^weighted  average”  of 
the  populations  for  the  parts  of  the  year  before  and  after  the  boundary  change  and  is  designed 
to  form  a base  population  for  the  calculation  of  birth  and  death  rates.  The  estimated  home 
population  of  mid  1957  after  the  boundary  change  was  in  fact  42,460  (Registrar  General’s 
statistical  review  of  England  and  Wales  for  1957), 

BIRTHS.  There  was  again  an  increase  in  the  number  of  births  in  1957  and  the  birth  rate,  like 
the  national  birth  rate,  noticeably  increased. 

The  percentage  of  home  births  was  19%  compared  with  21%  in  this  Local  Health  Authority 
area  (containing  this  and  four  neighbouring  districts)  wherein,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rural 
District,  hospital  confinement  seems  a social  habit  associated  with  the  relatively  numerous 
maternity  beds  available. 

DEATHS.  In  1957  there  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  town  deaths  over  the  previous  years,  the 
highest  quarterly  figure  being  in  the  last  quarter  when  the  death  rate  was  high  in  the  country 
as  a whole.  There  was  no  increase  on  the  previous  year  in  the  number  of  deaths  of  those  aged 
75  and  over  but  as  in  other  age  groups  the  greatest  number  occurred  in  the  last  quarter.  Fof 
this  last  quarter  to  contain  the  greatest  number  of  deaths  was  unusual  and  1952  was  the  last 
year  when  this  occurred  Features  common  to  the  last  quarters  of  1952  and  1957  were  fog  and 
influenza. 

It  might  be  thought  to  be  odd  that  separate  tables  and  separate  mention  should  be  made 
below  of  deaths  in  the  Bexley  Mental  Hospital.  The  reason  for  this  is  that  this  hospital  has 
a large  population  of  persons  of  over  middle  age  and  unless  this  hospital  population  is  treated 
separately  it  will  distort  the  interpretation  of  the  Borough  statistics,  Also  this  hospital 
with  its  central  heating  etc,  provides  a different  environment  for  the  aged  from  that  of  those 
living  in  their  own  homes  and  it  is  of  interest  to  observe  any  evidence  of  resulting  differences 
in  their  physical  health.  Winter  and  respiratory  diseases  are  adversities  of  old  age  and  no 
doubt  the  effect  of  these  afflictions  in  the  institution  differs  from  that  in  the  home. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  RESPIRATORY  SYSTEM.  Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  in  1957  caused  much 
the  same  number  of  deaths  as  in  the  previous  year: 
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The  first  quarter  of  the  year,  a period  usually  associated  with  the  highest  number  of 
deaths  from  respiratory  diseases  and  from  all  causes,  showed  nothing  unusual,  the  figures 
were: - 


Town  Deaths  in  first  quarter 

Respiratory  Disease  All  causes  (compiled 

by  pre°1953  methods) 
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Deaths  from  respiratory  disease  by  quarters  for 

1957  were:° 
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It  will  be  seen  that  deaths  from  respiratory  disease  were  most  frequent  in  the  last 
quarter  and  in  this  quarter  there  was  a visit  of  influenza  in  October  and  a fog  in  December, 

Aged  respiratory  mortality  of  the  town,  by  which  I mean  in  regard  to  ages  75  and  over, 
the  percentage  of  respiratory  deaths  to  deaths  from  all  causes  was  20%  in  the  first  quarter 
and  in  spite  of  influenza  was  also  20%  in  the  last  quarter  and  showed  nothing  unusual  for  the 
year: 


First  Quarter. 
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In  Bexley  Mental  Hospital  the  figures  were  23%  for  the  1st,  quarter  and  41%  for  the  last. 

CANCER  OP  THE  LUNG.  In  1957  cancer  of  the  lung  caused  10  deaths  in  the  town  and  3 in  the 
mental  hospital.  The  town  figures  for  previous  years  were  12,  15  and  10.  The  death  rate  for  the 
town  was  0.25  per  1,000  population  compared  with  0 43  for  England  and  Wales  and  0.61  for  London. 

CORONARY  DISEASE.  Coronary  disease  caused  52  deaths  in  the  town  and  24  in  the  mental  hospital. 

Only  3 were  under  55  years  of  age.  The  death  rate  for  the  town  was  1.30  per  1 000  population 

compared  with  1,  70  for  England  and  Wales  and  1.  70  for  London. 

DEATHS  PROM  VIOLENCE.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents.  There  were  2 town  deaths  at  ages  19  and  63 
years,  both  motor  cyclists. 
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All  other  accidents.  There  were  3 town  deaths.  An  infant  of  3 months  whose  dummy  lodged  in  the 
throat,  a man  of  71  drowned  in  the  creek  and  a heart  case  aged  37  years  died  under  anaesthetic. 

Suicide.  There  were  3 town  deaths  ail  females. 

DEATHS  RELATING  TO  THE  WELFARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  INFANTS.  Maternal  Deaths.  There  was  none. 

Stillbirths.  There  were  11  compared  with  8 and  12  in  the  previous  two  years,  the  rate  was  less 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

Neonatal  deaths.  Deaths  under  four  weeks  of  age  numbered  3 compared  with  10  and  8 in  the  previous 
two  years.  2 had  congenital  malformation  and  the  third  was  an  Rh  incompatibility.  The  ages  were 
3 days  and  under. 

Deaths  over  4 weeks  and  under  1 year.  There  were  3 deaths.  1 was  due  to  the  accident  above  at 
3 months,  1 was  due  to  congenital  malformation  at  5 months  and  1 was  due  to  pneumonia  with 
congenital  malformation  at  7 months. 

As  will  be  seen  from  table  I the  infant  death  rates  were  phenomenally  low  and  although  in 
rates  based  on  small  numbers  chance  will  play  a part,  such  few  deaths  as  did  occur  were  the 
product  of  708  births  so  good  midwifery  and  infant  welfare  were  no  doubt  partly  responsible  for 
their  low  number. 

POLIOMYELITIS.  There  were  three  paralytic  and  three  non-paralytic  cases  in  the  town,  two  cases 
occurring  in  July  and  four  in  August.  In  addition  a case  resident  elsewhere  occurred  at  a 
hospital  and  another  case  notified  elsewhere  was  living  in  Dartford  at  the  time  of  infection. 

None  of  the  children  affected  had  been  vaccinated  against  poliomyelitis, 

Dartford  Rural  District  incurred  10  paralytic  and  9 non-paralytic  cases.  Beyond,  Mailing 
Rural  District  had  a total  of  23  cases,  Maidstone  Borough  had  66  cases  and  Maidstone  Rural 
District  had  14  cases.  There  seems  to  have  been  a spread  of  infection  along  the  lines  of 
communication. 

Stool  specimens  from  about  three  dozen  children  under  five  in  Dartford  Borough  and  Rural 
Districts  selected  at  random  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  and  4 were  found 
positive  for  type  I virus.  One  wag  in  a four  month  old  infant  whose  four  year  old  brother  was 
also  positive  for  type  I. 

During  an  outbreak  the  practice  is  for  the  household  of  each  case  to  be  visited  by  me  in 
order  that  the  problems  arising  can  be  dealt  with  by  personal  discussion.  The  head  of  the 
household  is  informed  that  the  infection  is  mainly  one  of  the  bowel  and  the  need  for  hand 
cleanliness  is  emphasised  by  providing  a strong  solution  of  iodine  (liq.  Iodi  fortis)  which  he 
is  advised  to  add  to  water  {1  teaspoonful  to  1 pint)  and  the  family  are  asked  to  immerse  their 
hands  in  this  for  one  minute  after  washing.  The  family  contacts  are  warned  against  excessive 
fatigue  and  those  handling  food  or  working  in  close  contact  with  children  are  excluded  from 
work.  Other  contacts  from  time  to  time  have  to  be  sent  back  to  work  with  suitable  explanations, 
after  they  have  been  excluded  by  their»«mployers.  A circular  is  sent  to  medical  practitioners 
of  the  district  informing  them  of  each  case  as  it  occurs. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  started  in  1956  by  the  Local  Health  Authority  when 
there  was  still  apprehension  amongst  the  public  created  by  the  accident  which  had  occurred  in 
America  where  live  vaccine  had  slipped  through  the  safety  tests.  Numerous  inquiries  were 
received  and  were  answered  by  describing  the  safety  tests  to  which  the  British  vaccine  was 
subjected,  emphasising  that  the  risks  associated  with  taking  the  vaccine  were  negligible  and 
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estimating  that  the  protection  gained  was  an  80%  reduction  in  the  chances  of  incurring  the 
disease. 

MEASLES.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  biennial  appearance  of  measles  began  in  January,  the 
full  cycle  was  contained  in  the  year  1957. 
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Measles  notification  is  not 

followed 

by  preventive 

action  and 

indeed  it 

is  doubtful  if 

such  is  justified  in  school  children  at  any  rate  in  summer  time.  Notification  therefore  serves 
no  useful  purpose  apart  from  providing  the  statistics  of  the  incidence  of  the  disease,  an  idea 
of  which  can  also  be  obtained  from  school  records.  Consequently  I have  taken  such  action  as  is 
feasible  to  obtain  the  revocation  of  these  regulations  but  without  success.  Notifications  in 
1957  cost  £96  in  fees  in  this  district  and  £80,000  in  England  and  Wales.  Postage  and  admini- 
stration will  double  this  cost. 

As  we  have  to  have  measles  notified  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  I have  attempted  to  put  the 
notifications  to  use  for  estimating  the  amount  of  lung  damage  caused  by  measles  and  whooping 
cough.  For  this  an  approach  was  made  to  the  Kent  Child  Health  Society  but  after  studying  the 
possibilities  of  such  a survey  it  seemed  beyond  our  resources  and  the  proposal  was  shelved. 

INFLUENZA.  The  influenza  of  1957  first  appeared  in  February  in  China,  in  April  in  Malaya  and 
in  July  in  the  Middle  East  and  this  country,  where  it  got  underway  in  September,  its  zenith  in 
the  London  and  south-east  region  occurring  in  mid-October,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  graph. 

No  doubt  this  influenza  influenced  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  last  quarter  of  1957  but, 
as  has  been  shown,  it  did  not  unduly  affect  the  aged  who  may  have  incurred  immunity  at  the  end 
of  the  last  century  when  the  same  unusual  strain  of  virus  A influenza  was  about.  Schools  were 
markedly  affected,  the  absence  at  one  school  at  one  time  amounting  to  40%.  As  influenza  usually 
appears  in  January  and  February  and,  as  it  was  possible  that  the  disease  might  recur  later, 
certain  exposed  groups  received  inoculations  of  vaccine  in  December,  but  the  second  wave  did 
not  appear. 

SMALLPOX,  infant  vaccination  rates  in  Dartford  Borough  were  a little  more  than  the  previous 
year  and  a little  above  the  rates  for  Kent  County  and  Dartford  Rural  District.  The  rate  compared 
favourably  with  that  of  England  and  Wales,  being  half  as  much  again.  Where  we  are  lacking  is  in 
the  re-vaccination  of  school  children,  the  numbers  re-vaccinated  being  negligible,  but  through- 
out England  and  Wales  the  position  is  little  better.  I have  drawn  attention  to  this  lack  of 
re-vaccination  in  previous  reports. 

In  July  several  smallpox  cases  were  cared  for  in  the  smallpox  hospital  which  is  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  District.  Two  persons  died  of  the  disease,  their  bodies  were  encoffined  by 
the  hospital  staff  and  disposed  of  at  the  crematorium  by  the  public  health  staff. 

A contact  of  smallpox  from  Walthamstow  suspected  of  suffering  from  smallpox  was  with  her 
family  under  observation  here  until  the  laboratory  showed  her  skin  eruption  not  to  be  smallpox. 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  The  number  of  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  on  the  register  shows  an  increase 
on  the  previous  year  and  this  in  spite  of  efforts  to  ensure  that  no  cases  due  for  removal  remain 
on  the  register.  The  register  was  last  meticulously  revised  in  1955  when  as  a result  the  number 
registered  dropped  by  about  50,  The  number  notified  in  1957  was  much  the  same  as  in  former  years. 

It  will  be  seen  that  one  case  which  came  to  our  notice  by  death  was  unnotified  and  infectious  in 
life. 

The  number  of  cases  of  non= respiratory  tuberculosis  on  the  register  is  inclined  to  diminish 
and  the  number  notified  in  the  year  was  only  two.  But  non= respiratory  tuberculosis  is  not  well 
notified. 

The  prevention  of  tuberculosis  now  seems  largely  to  depend  on  finding  the  cases  and  curing 
them  and  it  may  be  that  increased  rigour  in  the  search  would  be  rewarding.  Treatment  now  seems 
to  be  eminently  effective  but  this  effectiveness  is  not  always  on  the  side  of  public  health  as 
it  may  prolong  the  time  during  which  infectious  cases  are  among  the  community, 

DIPHTHERIA,  The  vaccination  rate  in  the  Borough  was  greater  than  in  the  Administrative  County 
or  the  Rural  District  and  at  65%  is  not  far  off  the  target  figure.  The  percentage  of  immune 
children  under  5 years  of  age  55%  is  much  the  same  as  elsewhere,  1957  was  the  tenth  year  in 
succession  in  which  no  diphtheria  occurred  in  Dartford  Borough, 

BOWEL  INFECTIONS,  Dysentry,  Of  the  34  cases  notified  31  were  patients  in  a hospital,  1 was  on 
the  resident  staff  of  a hospital  and  2 cases  were  town  residents.  Specimens  from  the  latter 
showed  no  disease “bearing  organisms.  The  31  patients  in  hospital  incurred  infection  with  Sh.  sonnei. 

Food  poisoning.  An  elderly  person  died  shortly  after  admission  to  hospital  with  severe  diarrhoea, 
S.typhimunum  was  found  in  the  stools. 

Three  persons  in  the  same  ward  of  a hospital  revealed  infection  by  S,  enteritidis  var,  jena. 
One  who  had  been  admitted  with  diarrhoea  was  thought  to  be  the  origin  of  the  infection. 

OTHER  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES  A ease  of  psittacosis  came  to  our  knowledge.  There  was  a 
budgerigar  at  home,  this  and  its  four  predecessors  had  not  apparently  incurred  illhealth. 

ACCIDENTS  IN  THE  HOME,  Our  figures  for  home  accidents  continue  to  be  low  compared  with  else* 
where.  The  Dartford  Hospital  Management  Committee  have  kindly  provided  me  with  details  of  those 
who  have  received  in=patient  treatment  arising  out  of  accidents  in  the  home  in  1957,  these  are:» 


Age 

Falls  Burns  and  scalds 

Poisoning 

Other 

Total 

0 = 4 

1 6 

1 

1 

9 

5 =64 

3 6 

5 

5 

19 

65+ 

4 

= 

= 

4 

8 12 

6 

6 

32 

The  length  of  stay  in  hospital  was:= 

Under  1 week 

13 

1 to  under  4 weeks 

8 

4 weeks  to  under  13 

weeks 

8 

• . 

13  weeks  to  under  26 

weeks 

1 

26  weeks  to  under  30 

weeks 

2 

32 

There  was  also 

the  one  death  mentioned 

above  in 

the  group  heading  “all 

other  accidents,” 

is  not  Included 

in  the  above  list  of  admissions 

to  hospital 

as  the  case 

was  admitted  elsewhere 

8 
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I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  H.  HUDSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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APPENDIX  I 


Social  Conditions 


Area  (acres)  1956  ■ 

Area  (acres)  1957  (boundary  adjustment)  . . 

Population  (Census  1931)  . . 

Population  (Census  1951)  . . 

Mid-year  home  population  1957  (Register  General's  "‘’weighted  average”) 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate  Books)  31. 3. 57 

31.3.58 


Rateable  value  31.3.57 

Rateable  value  31.3.58  (boundary  adjustment)  . . 
Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  31.1.57. 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  31.3.58. 


4.234 
4.292 
28. 928 
40.544 
41,980 
12. 159 
12,852 
£626,533 
£609, 152 
£2,518 
£2,475 


The  1957  comparability  factor  for  births,  governed  by  the  proportion  of  women  aged  18  to 
44  years  is  0.98.  The  factor  for  deaths,  governed  by  the  proportion  of  all  age  groups  is  0.74 
and  the  factor  allows  for  the  fact  that  all  deaths  occurring  at  Bexley  Mental  Hospital  were 
in  1957  allotted  to  Dartford  Borough.  The  crude  birth  or  death  rate  of  any  local  area  multiplied 
by  its  comparability  factor  is  said  to  make  it  comparable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  and  with  any  other  local  area  which  has  been  adjusted  by  its  own  comparability  factor. 


POPULATION.  In  1957  the  estimated  mid=year  home  population  increased  by  1. 130  on  the  previous 
year.  Increases  in  the  population  are  due  to  natural  causes,  i.  e.  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
and  immigration,  both  being  related  to  new  houses  built.  On  1st  April,  1957  with  the  change  of 
boundary  486  Borough  Council  houses  came  to  the  Borough  46  of  which  had  been  built  by  the 
Borough  in  1957.  The  estimated  population  thus  acquired  was  1508.  The  natural  increase  of 


population  was  double  that  of  the 
this  young  fertile  population. 


1949 

Population 

40,580 

Increase  or  decrease 
from  previous  year 

+650 

Natural  increase 
(excess  of  births 
over  deaths) 

287 

Immigration  or 
Emigration 

+363 

Houses  built  in 

Borough  by  Council 
and  Private  Enterprise 

81 

Houses  built  outside 
Borough  by  Council 

- 

previous 

year, 

no  doubt 

partly 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

40,440 

40,050 

40,020 

40,430 

°140 

-390 

-30 

+410 

204 

190 

112 

136 

-344 

"580 

-142 

+274 

161 

143 

293 

338 

69 

31 

0 

owing  to  the  acquisition  of 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

40,410 

40,490 

40, 850 

41,980 

-20 

+80 

+360 

+1, 130 

86 

22 

68 

146 

-106 

+58 

+292 

+984 

247 

315 

94 

323 

35 

67 

219 

46 

Social  conditions  for  1957  may  be  indicated  by; 
Cases  dealt  with  by  N.S.P.C.C, 


Neglect 

111  treatment  .. 
Children  affected 
Prosecution  for  neglect 


14 

4 

42 


Unemployed  on  December  31st,  1957  (Dartford  Borough 

and  Dartford  Rural,  ,.  ..  Men  202 

Women  46 


Illegitimate  birth  rate  1957,  Dartford  Borough  30  per  1,000  live  births 
Illegitimate  birth  rate  1957,  England  and  Wales  46  per  1,000  live  births 
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APPENDIX  II 


Environmental  Conditions 


WATER.  The  dwellings  in  the  Borough  with  one  exception  were  supplied  by  Metropolitan  Water 
Board  from  wells  in  the  chalk  under  the  Borough  and  neighbouring  areas.  Apart  from  the  numerous 
hundreds  of  bacteriological  samples  and  several  chemical  samples  taken  by  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Board  and  shown  in  the  table  here  one  bacteriological  sample  was  taken  by  this  office 
from  a Metropolitan  Water  Board  supply  and  this  showed  no  coliform  bacilli  in  100  ml. . 

The  exception  to  the  universal  use  of  Metropolitan  Water  Board  for  supplies  to  dwellings 
was  a farmhouse  supplied  by  its  own  well  with  a cesspool  and  a soakaway  in  the  vicinity. 

13  samples  were  analysed  bacterialogically,  7 of  these  being  samples  used  for  chemical  analysis. 

No  Type  I Bact.  coli  were  present  in  100  ml.  of  any  of  these  samples.  6 of  the  chemical 

analyses  showed  no  albuminoid  ammonia;  1 showed  0.02  p.  p.m. 

A public  house,  also  used  as  a dwelling  house,  supplied  by  mains  water  transported  by  road 
was  closed  during  the  year  by  the  owners. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  are  communities  receiving  other  supplies  and  these  are  as 
follows:  - 

(a)  Two  hospitals  which  receive  supplies  from  their  own  wells.  No  samples  were  taken 
from  one.  Prom  the  other,  two  bacteriological  samples  were  taken  and  each  showed 
no  coliform  bacilli  in  100  ml.. 


(b)  Two  paper  mills  - one  supplied  by  its  own  three  wells,  the  other  supplied  by  its 
own  one  well.  Pour  bacteriological  samples,  i.e.  one  from  each  of  the  four  wells, 
showed  no  coliform  bacilli. 

(c)  An  engineering  works  supplied  by  three  wells.  One  bacteriological  sample  taken 
from  each  showed  no  coliform  bacilli  in  100  ml. 

(d)  A chemical  works  with  one  well  used  for  drinking  purposes.  One  bacteriological 
sample  showed  no  coliform  bacilli  in  100  ml. 

HOUSING.  An  account  of  the  action  taken  to  obtain  the  repair,  improvement  or  demolition  of 
existing  dwellings  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Council's  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


The  following  dwellings  have  been  completed  in 

1952 

the  last 

1953 

six  years:  - 

1954  1955 

1956 

1957 

By  Corporation 

250 

289 

199 

184 

227 

152 

By  Private  Enterprise 

43 

49 

83 

200 

86 

217 

293 

338 

282 

384 

313 

369 

No.  of  improvement  grants  made 

in  1957 

49 

11 
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Kindly  supplied  by  the  Director  of  Water  Examination,  Metropolitan  Water  Board 


The  dwellings  completed  by  the  Corporation  in  1957  were  as  follows; 


Two  bedroom  houses 
Three  bedroom  houses  . . 

One  bedroom  flats 
Two  bedroom  flats 
Two  bedroom  maisonettes 
Three  bedroom  maisonettes  „ „ 
Pour  bedroom  maisonettes  „ „ 


54 

54 

30 

6 

4 

2 

2 

152 


Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  December,  1956  » 1319 
Number  of  applicants  on  waiting  list  at  the  end  of  December,  1957  » 1383 


Atmospheric  Pollution  - See  reports  of  Thames-Side  Joint  Committee  for  the  Abatement  of 
Atmospheric  Pollution, 

Milk  - All  the  milk  sold  in  the  area  in  1957  was  designated.  For  details  of  sampling  see 
the  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 


Pood 

Factories 

Nuisances 

Vermin 


) 

) 

) 

) 


See  report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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Table  I 

GENERAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1957 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate 

0 O 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

n ii 

n 

. . 

364 

312 

676 

Illegitimate  . 

.0 

• • 

» - 

... 

0 0 

.0 

... 

12 

9 

21 

376 

321 

697 

Crude  Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  home  population 

Birth  Rate  adjusted  for  age  and  sex  by  comparability  factor 

Crude  birth  rate,  England  and  Wales 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Males 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

7 

Still  birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still) 

births: 

Dartford  Borough  . . 

England  and  Wales 

o. 

DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 

Males 

Dartford  Town 

Bexley  Mental  Hospital  . . 

177 

104 

Dartford  Borough  compiled  locally 

Dartford  Borough  compiled  by  Registrar  General  ... 

281 

280 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000  home  population 

Dartford  Town  - population  39„710 

Bexley  Mental  Hospital  = population  2, 270  . . 

Dartford  Borough  = population  41„980  .. 

0 o o 0 . 0 

Death  rate,  Dartford  Borough  - adjusted  by  eomparabilty 
factor  . . 

Death  rate,  England  and  Wales 


DEATHS  FROM  PUERPERAL  CAUSES 

Death  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  = Dartford  Borough 
Death  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  =>  England  and  Wales  . . 


DEATHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  ONE  TEAR  OP  AGE 

Age  Males 

Under  4 weeks  - legitimate  . . „„  . * . . . . 1 

4 weeks  to  1 year  = legitimate  . „ „ . . 2 

3 


DEATHS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS  OP  INFANTS  UNDER  1 TEAR  OP  AGE: 

Dartford  Borough  „ , . „ . . . . „ . 

Dartford  Rural  District 
England  and  Wales  „ , 

London  and  South-east  Region 
Sweden  . „ 


Females 

4 


Females 

151 

118 

269 

271 


Females 

2 

1 

3 


16,6 
16.3 
16. 1 


Total 

11 

0 


15.6 

22.4 


Total 

328 

222 

550 

551 


8.3 

97.5* 

13.2 


9.8 

11.5 

,0 

0.0 

0.47 


Total 

3 

3 

6 


8,6 

24.8 
23. 1 

19.9 
17.0 


DEATHS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE: 

Dartford  Borough  „ . 

Dartford  Rural  District  ; » . . . . . « . « 

England  and  Wales  . , 


4.3 

18.8 


PERINATAL  MORTALITY 


Still  births  and  deaths  of  infants  aged  under 


1 week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


Dartford  Borough 
Dartford  Rural  District 
England  and  Wales  . „ 


19, 8 
36.0 
36.2 


* For  age  structure  see  Table  iv 


14 


Table  II 

BIRTHS  DARTFORD  BOROUGH  1957 


BIRTH  RATES 


1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Births 

594 

562 

533 

591 

579 

581 

632 

697 

Birth  rate  (adjusted  by 
comp,  factor) 

14.0 

13,4 

12.8 

14.0 

13.7 

13.7 

15.0 

16.3 

Birth  rate 

(England  and  Wales) 

15.8 

15  5 

15.3 

15.5 

15.  2 

15.0 

15.  6 

16.1 

BIRTHS  CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO 

PLACE 

OF  EVENT 

Classification  by  Registrar  General 

Percentage: 

1957 

1957 

1956 

1955 

Born  at  home 

132 

19% 

16% 

17% 

Born  in  hospital  or  nursing 

home 

565 

81% 

84% 

83% 

697 

100% 

100% 

100% 

Classification  by  County  Medical  Officer  for  area  6 of  the  Local  Health  Authority  (Bexley, 
Cray ford,  Erith,  Dartford  Borough  and  Rural  District) 


1951  1952  1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Born  at  home 

23%  22%  20% 

21% 

20% 

21% 

22% 

Born  in  hospital  or 

nursing  home 

77%  78%  80% 

79% 

80% 

79% 

78% 

BIRTHS  BY  SOCIAL  CLASS 

Percentage: 

Social  Class 

Legitimate 
births  by 
social  class 
of  father 

Illegitimate 
births  by 
social  class 
of  mother 

Total 

1957 

1956 

1955 

I 

30 

= 

30 

4% 

7% 

4% 

II 

93 

2 

95 

14% 

16% 

11% 

III 

423 

13 

436 

63% 

58% 

62% 

IV 

56 

3 

59 

8% 

11% 

12% 

V 

72 

2 

74 

11% 

8% 

10% 

Not  stated 

2 

1 

3 

0% 

0% 

1% 

676 

21 

697 

100%  100%  100% 
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Table  III 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING  TO  SEX  1957 
DARTFORD  BOROUGH 
Registrar  General' s Return 

Male  Female  Persons 


All  causes  „ » 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . „ 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  „ . 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia.  aleukaemiat 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease  .. 

Influenza 

Pneumonia  „ . , ; 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . . 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . , 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill=defined  diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents  . . ..  . , 

Suicide  . » 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


. . 

. . 

280 

271 

551 

. « 

. . 

4 

1 

5 

•• 

- 

0 

cS 

- 

• • 

= 

2 

2 

0 0 

O 0 

1 

7 

8) 

• • 

0, 

14 

- 

14> 

• " 

£3 

6 

3 « 
) 

37) 

4) 

• • 

0 . 

0 

3 

. o 

0 0 

17 

20 

•• 

• • 

1 

3 

• • 

2 

1 

3 

. . 

. . 

24 

39 

63 

o • 

0 0 

48 

28 

76) 

o o 

0 0 

10 

4 

14> 

89) 223 

0 0 

0 0 

33 

56 

• • 

•• 

23 

21 

44j 

O 0 

0 o 

3 

1 

4) 

0 • 

0 0 

34 

30 

64?  ■ 

35) 112 

0 9 

0 « 

24 

11 

6 

3 

9) 

9) 

0 0 

0 0 

3 

1 

4 

0 0 

• 0 

3 

2 

5 

0 0 

0 0 

3 

- 

3 

. . 

•• 

4 

4 

o o 

e • 

» 

3 

3 

0 o 

0 o 

13 

22 

35 

U 0 

0 0 

3 

- 

3 

0 • 

0 0 

6 

4 

10 

1 

3 

4 
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Table  IV 


DARTFORD  TOWN  - CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  1957 

Compiled  Locally 


*-H 

Ci 

05 
M 
^ d) 
o>  <V 

cd 

CO  0) 

M >> 

Q) 

0)  rH 

IM 

1 

in 

! 

in 
, — < 

• 

l/) 

<N 

i 

CO 

6 

in 

Tt< 

i 

in 

in 

in 

(O 

> 

in 

r- 

i 

+ 

in 

All  Causes 

o 

Eh 

328 

V & 

!=>Tt< 

3 

3 

T— 1 

(M 

in 

1 

w 15 

25 

m 

00 

9 

in 

26 

m 

m 

61 

in 

to 

84 

r- 

134 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

.» 

*• 

** 

* 

1 

** 

1 

- 

- 

Tuberculosis,  other 

- 

- 

= 

* 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Syphilitic  disease 

*> 

= 

• 

16 

- 

- 

- 

» 

- 

«• 

- 

Diphtheria 

Cl 

", 

* 

- 

■* 

- 

- 

- 

» 

•» 

Whooping  Cough 

■* 

«• 

* 

* 

» 

*> 

» 

- 

Meningococcal  infections 

** 

- 

o 

- 

- 

- 

» 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

“ 

Measles  , . 

- 

- 

- 

■ «? 

- 

» 

* 

“ 

- 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

: - 

- 

- 

- 

** 

- 

- 

*> 

- 

- 

- 

» 

fa 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

- 

- 

■ 

* 

- 

1 

2 

2 

3 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

10 

* 

- 

- 

» 

■- 

*> 

1 

2 

3 

3 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . „ 

5 

• 

“ 

r 

* 

- 

.■  - 

1 

3 

to 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . . 

2 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

* 

'*■ 

- 

1 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

32 

; - 

« 

» 

- 

1 

1 

4 

5 

10 

11 

Leukaemia,  aleukaeraia  „ . 

3 

“ 

* 

** 

2 

1 

» 

“ 

Diabetes 

3 

- 

- 

» 

** 

“ 

* 

- 

1 

» 

s 

i 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

42 

- 

* 

* 

•f 

2 

3 

15 

22 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

52 

= 

o 

w 

- 

* 

* 

- 

- 

2 

13 

20 

17 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  , „ 

4 

= 

- 

* 

- 

r- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

1 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

48 

= 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

9 

30 

Other  circulatory  disease 

26 

- 

= 

* 

- 

» 

- 

1 

7 

3 

15 

Influenza  „ . . . „ . : 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

, » 

1 

1 

. » 

Pneumonia 

18 

» 

1 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

* 

1 

3 

3 

10 

Bronchitis 

21 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

5 

4 

8 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

6 

- 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

• 

1 

1 

? 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

4 

“ 

- 

- 

*> 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

1 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

» 

- 

- 

- 

** 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

- 

» 

- 

' » 

- 

* 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  r. 

= 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

« 

= 

“ 

Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

1 

» ■ 

.** 

* 

» 

6 

• 

“ 

» 

= 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

25 

2 

» 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

= 

» 

- 

1 

» 

» 

All  other  accidents 

3 

1 

- 

- 

» 

“ 

** 

1 

- 

“ 

1 

“ 

Suicide  . . 

3 

» 

- 

- 

- 

1 

«* 

- 

» 

2 

** 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

* 

- 

'*■ 

* m 

* 

17 


Table  V 


BEXLEY  MENTAL  HOSPITAL  - CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING 

TO  AGE  1957 

Compiled  Locally 


All  Causes 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles  . . 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 


CO 

a> 

4? 


< 

222 

3 


co 

Sh  0) 
<D  <D 
T3  £ 

5 


U 
aJ 
CO  0) 
M >i 
Q) 

0)  y-4 

^ O 
rt<  4-> 


8 I 
rH  W 


in  io 
<-l  CM 

■v 

- 

tn  co- 


in CO 
eo  Tt< 


co 
f}  n 

- 4 


W 

in 


in 


m 

in 


11  37 
- 3 


£ 

71  98 


Malignant  neoplasm. 
Malignant  neoplasm, 
Malignant  neoplasm. 
Malignant  neoplasm, 


stomach  „ . 
lung,  bronchus 
breast  . . 
uterus  . . 


Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . 


Diabetes 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 


20 


5 10 


Coronary  disease,  angina  . . . . 24 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 7 

Other  heart  disease  . . , . . . 53 

Other  circulatory  disease  „ . . . 18 

Influenza  . , . . . . . . . . 1 

Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . . 47 

Bronchitis  „ . . . . . . . . . 16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  , . 2 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis,  nephrosis  . . ..  . . 1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  «... 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . , 
Congenital  malformations  ....  2 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  6 
Motor  Vehicle  accidents  ....  1 

All  other  accidents  ,.  ..  ..  7 

Suicide  „.  . . . . ..  ..  ..  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


1 

1 - 

1 

1 1 


8 9 

5 2 

15  34 

9 5 

1 - 
18  16 
5 9 

1 1 


1 2 

4 


18 


75+ 


200- 
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Table  VI 

QUARTERLY  DEATHS 


DEATHS..  Prior  to  1953  the  only  deaths  in  Bexley  Hospital  allotted  to  Dartford  were  those  whose 
home  addresses  were  either  in  Dartford  or  were  unknown-  In  1952  there  were  17  so  allotted-  For 
the  year  1953  a change  in  practice  was  begun  and  all  deaths  of  patients  there  were  attributed 
to  Dartford,  the  allocations  increasing  from  17  in  1952  to  128,  141,  158,  176  and  222  in  1953. 
1954,  1955,  1956  and  1957  respectively.  This  large  increase,  although  now  allowed  for  in  the 
comparability  factor,  will  have  to  be  separated  from  our  total  if  we  are  to  follow  the  trend  of 
deaths  in  the  town  population-  The  latter  will  be  taken  as  the  total  deaths  less  those  of  the 
mental  hospitals  plus  17: 


Quarters 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Year 

Deaths  - Dartford  Borough  1957 

142 

147 

101 

160 

550 

Less  Mental  Hospital  deaths 

58 

63 

32 

69 

222 

, . Town  deaths 

84 

84 

69 

91 

328 

Add 

5 

4 

4 

4 

17 

Dartford  deaths  by  pre=1953 
methods 

89 

88 

73 

95 

345 

Hence  the  annual  and  quarterly  deaths  and  death  rates  as  calculated  by  the  pre-1953  method, 
including  adjustment  of  death  rates  by  comparability  factor  (except  in  1956  and  1957  when  it 
was  radically  lowered)  are:- 


Quarterly  Deaths:  - 


Dartford  Town  - 


Quarterly  Death  Rates:- 
Dartford  Town  = 


England  and  Wales  - 


1st 

2nd 

3rd 

4th 

Year 

1950 

122 

81 

89 

98 

390 

1951 

134 

80 

64 

94 

372 

1952 

115 

88 

88 

130 

421 

1953 

173 

92 

86 

104 

455 

1954 

100 

87 

72 

109 

368 

1955 

132 

94 

88 

103 

417 

1956 

122 

95 

93 

94 

404 

1957 

89 

88 

73 

95 

345 

1950 

12-3 

8.  2 

9.0 

9.0 

9.9 

1951 

13-6 

8.  2 

6,5 

9.6 

9.5 

1952 

11.7 

9,0 

9.0 

13.  2 

10.  7 

1953 

17.  1 

9.1 

8.5 

10.3 

11.3 

1954 

9.  7 

8-4 

6.9 

10.  6 

8.9 

1955 

12.8 

9.1 

8.5 

10.0 

10,  1 

1956 

12.0 

9.4 

9.2 

9.3 

9.9 

1957 

8.5 

8.4 

6,7 

9.0 

8.  2 

1950 

14.0 

11.  1 

9.  3 

12.3 

11.  6 

1951 

19. 1 

11.  1 

9.  1 

11.0 

12.5 

1952 

13.4 

10-  6 

8.9 

12.4 

11.3 

1953 

15.  8 

10.  5 

8.9 

10.  7 

11.4 

1954 

14.0 

10.  6 

9.  3 

11-4 

11.3 

1955 

15. 4 

11.2 

9.  1 

11.  1 

11.  7 

1956 

15.  3 

10,  8 

9.  3 

11.3 

11.7 

1957 

12.2 

10,  6 

9,  7 

13.4 

11-5 

19 


Table  VII 

MAIN  CAUSES  OF  DEATH,'  ETC.  DARTFORD  TOWN 


ALL  AGES 


All 

Main 

Other 

Main  Causes 

in  detail 

causes 

causes 

causes 

(440“468) 

(140“ 205) 

(330-334) 

(470=527) 

Circulatory 

Cancer 

Vascular 

Respiratory 

Diseases. 

dis.  C.N.S. 

diseases. 

1955 

400 

329 

71 

153 

82 

43 

51 

% 

100% 

82% 

18% 

38% 

20% 

11% 

13% 

1956 

387 

304 

83 

134 

77 

48 

45 

% 

100% 

78% 

22% 

34% 

20% 

12% 

12% 

1957 

328 

279 

49 

130 

60 

42 

47 

% 

100% 

85% 

15% 

40% 

18% 

13% 

14% 

England  and 

Wales  = 

1957 

514.870 

418,215 

96, 655 

188,456 

94,017 

73,669 

62,073 

% 

100% 

81.6% 

18,  4% 

36.8% 

18.  4% 

14.3% 

12.  1% 

DEATHS  OP  THOSE  AGED  75  YEARS  AND  OVER 

1957 

134 

125 

9 

65 

17 

22 

21 

% 

100% 

93% 

7% 

48% 

13% 

16% 

16% 

Quarters 

1st, 

35 

32 

3 

16 

6 

3 

7 

2nd, 

32 

28 

4 

14 

4 

6 

4 

3rd. 

27 

27 

» 

15 

3 

7 

2 

4th. 

40 

38 

2 

20 

4 

6 

8 

1956 

138 

125 

13 

61 

24 

23 

17 

% 

100% 

91% 

9% 

44% 

17% 

17% 

12% 

1955 

157 

142 

15 

67 

18 

25 

32 

% 

300% 

90% 

10% 

43% 

11% 

16% 

20% 

DEATHS  AT  THE 

AGES  OF 

65  TO  74 

AND  75  AND  OVER 

65  to 

74. 

75  and  over. 

1955 

102  (26%) 

157  (39%) 

1956 

100  (26%) 

138 

(36%) 

1957 

84  (26%) 

134 

(41%) 

DEATHS  IN  HOSPITAL  AND 

AT  HOME 

All 

ages 

Aged  75  and  over 

Hospital 

Home  + 

Hospital 

Home 

1955 

222 

178 

78 

82 

1956 

217 

170 

80 

58 

1957 

193 

135 

65 

69 

+ 1955“Including  2 in  residentail  accommodation  and  one  found  drowned. 

195 6- Including  3 in  residential  accommodation  and  5 elsewhere. 

1957“ Including  1 found  dead  in  a wood,  1 in  a creek  and  1 at  a railway  station. 

DEATHS  BY  SOCIAL  CLASS 


1957 

1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

Class  I 

6 

2% 

2% 

3% 

2% 

2% 

Class  II 

41 

13% 

17% 

14% 

14% 

16% 

Class  III 

177 

54% 

49% 

51% 

50% 

50% 

Class  IV 

49 

15% 

14% 

18% 

16% 

13% 

Class  V 

48 

14% 

16% 

13% 

17% 

17% 

Unclassified 

7 

2% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

2% 

328 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

100% 

20 


Table  VIII 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  AGES  75  YEARS  AND  OVER 
(Dart ford  Town) 


C0 

G 

f-H  O 
Ctf  CO 

05 

t- 

a 

MALE 

05 

00  CO 

1 1 

05 

0 

+ 

m 

05 

c- 

0 

FEMALE 

Tt<  05 

00  00 

l 0 

Tt< 

05 

0 

All  Causes 

4J  U 
O OJ 

H O. 

134 

in 

C"“ 

19 

o 

00 

33 

in 

CO 

ii 

O 

05 

4 

05 

1 

in 

tr- 

20 

o 

00 

29 

in 

00 

10 

© 

05 

7 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 

3 

- 

? 

% 

- 

2 

i 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  bronchus 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

» 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

» 

- 

i 

- 

- 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  „ . 

1 

- 

» 

1 

- 

r 

- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

11 

3 

5 

- 

i 

* 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Diabetes, , 

1 

1 

» 

- 

¥ 

- 

- 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

22 

3 

3 

i 

1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

17 

2 

5 

2 

3 

4 

1 

- 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .. 

3 

- 

. r 

' - 

- 

2 

- 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

30 

2 

6 

T 

2 

- 

6 

10 

2 

2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

15 

4 

3 

2 

# 

- 

2 

3 

1 

- 

Pneumonia 

10 

' V 

4 

3 

1 

**. 

» 

1 

- 

1 

Bronchitis 

8 

1 

4 

1 

- 

• 

- 

2 

- 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . 

3 

- 

1 

1 

Ha 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . ?*■ 

v 1 

» ■ 

- ■ 

- 

1 

- ■ 

•* 

Nephritis,  nephrosis 

1 

1 

. ' 

r 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

V _ 

1 

■ - 

» 

* 

- 

- 

<* 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

2 

1 

- ’ 

V 

- 

1 

1 

(Bexley 

Mental 

CO  05 

G £> 
H O 

CO  c 

Hospital) 

MALE 

05  rt< 

00  CO  05 

1 0 0 

+ 

in 

05 

t> 

6 

FEMALE 

^ 05 

CO  00 

0 s 

05 

0 

All  Causes 

+3  u 
O 0) 
H Oh 

98 

in 

E— 

18 

o 

CO 

14 

in 

00 

5 

o 

05 

2 

05 

in 

t- 

17 

o 

00 

23 

in 

CO 

12 

o 

05 

6 

Malignant  neoplasms,  uterus  . . 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

* 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

i 

- 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

i 

2 

i 

2 

2 

2 

-V 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

9 

i 

3 

- 

- 

- 

* 

3 

- 

2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 

2 

= 

1 

*» 

- 

<=* 

1 

- 

- 

Other  heart  disease 

34 

3 

4 

3 

i 

* 

9 

9 

2 

2 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

2 

- 

1 

» 

- 

f 

2 

- 

V 

Pneumonia 

16 

5 

2 

- 

i 

- 

4 

1 

2 

1 

Bronchitis 

9 

5 

- 

- 

*■ 

- 

1 

- 

2 

1 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . „ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

1 

- 

<» 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

All  other  accidents 

4 

1 

1 

- 

- 

* 

1 

1 

- 

21 
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Table  IX 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING  TO  SOCIAL  CLASS 
Dartford  Town 


MALES 

All  causes 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Mai ignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  . . 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . . 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza  . „ . . . . . . " 

Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea 

Nephritis,  nephrosis  ... 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide  . . 


Total  I II  Ilia  IHb  IIIc  IHd  Ille  IVa  IVb  Va  Vb  X 


177 

2 

1 

10 

16 

1 

2 

18 

34 

1 

19 

14 
1 

15 
17 

5 

2 

2 

1 

2 

9 

2 

2 

1 


3 26 


8 


81 

1 

2 

7 
1 
1 

10 

14 

8 
8 
1 
8 
9 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 


17  4 20  3 


3 12  2 


1 3 1 


1 1 
3 - 

1 - 
3 - 


3 1 


FEMALES 

All  causes 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  . . 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . . 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea 

Congenital  malformation 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

All  other  accidents 
Suicide 


Total  I II  Ilia  IHb  IIIc  IHd  Ille  IVa  IVb  Va  Vb  X 


151 

7 

5 

2 

16 

2 

1 

24 

18 

3 

29 

12 

1 

3 

3 


2 

2 

17 

1 

2 


3 15 


1 1 


67 

4 

3 


12 

12 

1 

9 

7 

1 

1 


21 

1 

1 


3 21  4 
- 1 - 

1 3 - 


5 - 
3 - 

5 3 
2 1 
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Table  X 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ACCORDING  TO  SOCIAL  CLASS 
Bexley  Mental  Hospital 


MALES 


Total  I II  Ilia  IHb  IIIc  Hid  IHe  IVa  IVb  Va  Vb  X 


All  causes  „ .. . 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  „ 
Other  heart  disease  „ „ 

Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia  , „ 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  the  respiratory 
system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Nephritis,  nephrosis 

Other  defined  and  ill--defined 
diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 


104  2 10 

2 .=  - 

3 - = 

1 

8 - = 

13  - 1 

6 1 = 

18  ~ 3 

11  - 1 

1 . - 

24  1 3 

9 - 1 

1-1 

1 - - 

1.0 

1 o - 

1 " = 

3 - - 


37  2 11  8 23  3 

2 O O 1 o 

3 - 2 12  = 

2 - 2=7  = 

3 = = 1 = - 

7 1 2 = 4 = 

3 = 2 2 2 1 

1 = -coo 

8 = 3 2 4 1 

5 = =12  = 


" “ C-l- 

io  o ! o o 


FEMALES 


All  causes 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
disease 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  „ „ • 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . , 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
disease 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  repiratory  system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Congenital  malformation 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  „ „ 


118  1 24  = 3 7 

1 = 

1=1  = 

1 = = 1 


4=1  = 

12  - 3 = 

11  = 3 = 

1=1  = 
35  1 4 = 

7=3  = 

23  = 5 = 

7=2  = 

1 = = 

1 = = 

2 = = 

5=1  = 

4 = = 

1 = = 


46  2 14  3 10  8 


1 - = = 

11  1 = = - 

5 = = = 31 

4 = 1 = = 3 

17  = 7 12  3 

2 = = - 1 - 

7 = 3 2 1 = 

4 - = = = = 

1 = - = = = 

= = 1 = 

- = = = 2 - 

2 = 1 = = 1 

3 - - - - 
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Table  XI 

PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(a)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1957 


Disease 

Totals 

0=1 

1=3 

3=5 

5=10 

10=25 

15=25 

25=45 

45+ 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

o 

3 

4 

15 

2 

2 

Whooping  Cough  ; . 

75 

2 

8 

25 

37 

1 

2 

c 

Poliomyelitis  - Paralytic  , . 

3 

- 

= 

2 

1 

- 

= 

Non-Paralytic  . . 

3 

- 

*> 

1 

= 

2 

Measles 

767 

16 

108 

183 

442 

10 

6 

2 

Dysentry 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Pneumonia  . . 

20 

- 

- 

1 

1 

= 

7 

11 

Erysipelas  . . 

4 

«■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

*= 

4 

Food  poisoning  „ . 

1 

- 

= 

- 

- 

= 

= 

1 

Scabies 

1 

- 

=> 

1 

= 

- 

Malaria 

2 

= 

= 

- 

1 

= 

= 

1 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  cases  were  notified  from  institutions;- 

Dysentery  = 31  Food  Poisoning  - 2 Puerperal  Pyrexia  = 26 
Scabies  - 6 Pneumonia  - 1 

The  following  non-notifiable  diseases  were  reported  from  the  schools:- 


Impetigo 

= 

4 

Influenza 

287 

Chicken  Pox 

= 

194 

Ringworm 

= 

2 

Mumps 

= 

53 

Pink  eye 

= 

2 

Rubella 

20 

(b)  Distribution  of  Measles,  Scarlet  Fever,  Whooping  Cough 

and  Pneumonia,  1957 


MEASLES 


St. 

Alban’ s 

Town 

Brent 

Highfield 

Priory 

Heath 

Total 

Borough 

January 

« 

2 

1 

7 

2 

12 

February  „ „ 

4 

7 

3 

9 

2 

25 

March 

12 

14 

29 

17 

15 

20 

107 

April 

21 

11 

41 

36 

112 

82 

303 

May  . . . . ...  . . . . 

3 

6 

9 

19 

159 

21 

217 

June 

2 

9 

9 

9 

43 

5 

77 

July 

■= 

3 

2 

9 

6 

20 

August 

= 

= 

= 

= 

2 

2 

4 

September  „ „ . 

= 

- 

= 

= 

= 

2 

2 

October 

= 

= 

= 

= 

0 

November 

= 

= 

= 

= 

= 

0 

December  . 

° 

0 

TOTAL  FOR  YEAR 

38 

44 

100 

87 

356 

142 

767 

24 


SCARLET  FE¥ER 


St. 

Town 

Brent 

Highfield 

Priory 

Heath 

Total 

Alban11  s 

Borough 

January 

- 

3 

3 

February 

- 

- 

- 

0 

March 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

April 

- 

2 

- 

' » 

1 

1 

4 

May 

-■ 

» 

- 

= 

i 

- 

0 

June 

1 

" 

1 

- 

1 

- 

3 

July 

1 

*• 

1 

1 

- 

- 

3 

August 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1 

- 

3 

September 

- 

- 

= 

3 

3 

October 

- 

- 

- 

k 

- 

0 

November 

» 

- 

- 

» 

- 

0 

December 

1 

1 

3 

- 

“ 

- 

5 

TOTAL  FOR  YEAR 

3 

3 

6 

2 

7 

5 

26 

WHOOPING  COUGH 

January 

5 

1 

6 

February 

- 

5 

1 

*» 

3 

- 

9 

March 

1 

= 

1 

- 

5 

7 

14 

April 

2 

11 

1 

8 

1 

23 

May 

1 

6 

•* 

5 

4 

16 

June 

- 

•• 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

July 

- 

- 

- 

> 

3 

3 

August 

= 

- 

= 

- 

- 

0 

September 

= 

- 

f* 

° 

1 

1 

October 

- 

- 

“ 

1 

1 

November 

- 

- 

- 

0 

December 

- 

■ 

" 

* 

0 

TOTAL  FOR  YEAR 

4 

5 

25 

1 

21 

19 

75 

PNEUMONIA 

January 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

February 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

March 

■» 

1 

1 

- 

-> 

2 

April 

- 

~ 

- 

-- 

- 

- 

0 

May 

1 

- 

1 

- 

* 

- 

2 

June 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 - . 

r 

0 

July 

~ 

= 

= 

- 

1 

1 

August 

- 

*> 

= 

- 

| 

0 

September 

- 

- 

- 

- 

*■ 

- 

0 

October 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

9 

November 

= 

1 

- 

* 

- 

1 

December 

- 

= 

- 

- 

0 

TOTAL  FOR  YEAR 

4 

3 

6 

1 

1 

5 

20 

25 


Table  XII 

TUBERCULOSIS,  1957 
(a)  Respiratory 


NOTIFICATIONS  IN  RECENT  YEARS 


Bexley 


Town 

Mental  H 

1953 

28 

16 

1954 

44 

15 

1955 

37 

7 

1956 

21 

22 

1957 

32 

3 

NOTIFICATIONS  IN  1957  BY  AGE  AND  SEX 


Total.  0=1  1=5  5=10  10=15  15=20  20=25  25=35  35=45  45=55  55=65  65+ 
Males  20  = = = = 3 3 4 3 2 5 = 

Females  15  = = = = 2354  = 1 = 

35  = = = = 569726  = 


Of  the  cases  notified  in  1957  the  infectious  state  of  31  are  known  and  12  of  these  were 
infectious. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  THE  REGISTER 


Male 

Female 

Persons 

Number  on  register  at 

31.  12,51 

237 

165 

402 

=ditto= 

31.  12,52 

266 

197 

463 

=ditto= 

31. 12.53 

278 

207 

485 

=ditto= 

31. 12,  54 

302 

225 

527 

=ditto= 

31. 12.55 

277 

204 

481 

=ditto= 

31.  12.56 

297 

209 

506 

=ditto= 

31.  12.57 

293 

227 

520 

CHANGES  IN  THE  REGISTER  IN  1957  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Additions:  New  notifications  35 

Came  into  district  19 

Restored  to  register  (moved  back  into 

district)  11 

65 


Removals  Lost  sight  of 

Left  district 
1957  Deaths  recorded  1957 
Recovered 
Not  tuberculosis 
Duplicate  entry 
1957  Deaths  recorded  1958 


5 

14 

5 

24 

2 

1 

4 

55 


26 


The  cases  removed  from  the  register  in  1957  and  later, who  died  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis  in  1957  were  males  aged  33,  53.  59  and  59  years  and  a female  aged  58  years.  The 
male  aged  33  years  was  infectious  and  not  a notified  case. 

4 males  were  removed  from  the  register  by  deaths  from  other  causes  namely,  bronchitis, 
bronchitis,,  broncho  pneumonia  and  cardio  vascular  degeneration  - ages  52,  57,  71  and  73  years. 

(b)  Non-Respiratory 


NOTIFICATIONS  IN  RECENT  YEARS 


1952  5 

1953  5 

1954  6 

1955  6 

1956  2 

1957  2 


The  two  new  cases  were  a male  aged  31  and  a female  aged  44  with  tuberculosis  of  the 
cervical  glands  and  hip  respectively. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  OF  NON- RESPIRATORY  TUBERCULOSIS  ON  THE  REGISTER 


Male 

Female 

Perso 

t on  register  at 

31. 12  51 

33 

36 

69 

-ditto- 

31. 12.52 

33 

36 

69 

-ditto- 

31, 12.53 

30 

38 

68 

-ditto- 

31. 12,  54 

30 

42 

72 

-ditto- 

31  12. 55 

24 

36 

60 

-ditto- 

31.  12,  56 

27 

33 

60 

-ditto- 

31. 12.57 

25 

33 

58 

CHANGES  IN  THE  REGISTER  IN  1957  WERE  AS  FOLLOWS: 


Additions:  New  notifications 

Came  into  district 
Restored  to  register 
(moved  back  into  district) 


Removals: 


Lost  sight  of 
Left  district 
Died 

Recovered 


DEATHS 

There  were  again  no  non-respiratory  deaths  in  1957  among  the  cases  registered. 

RE -HOUSING 

During  1957  the  following  recommendations  were  made  regarding  housing  applicants  who  gave 
tuberculosis  as  a reason  for  priority:- 

Points 

0 1 to  4 5 to  8 

No,  of  recommendations  5 25  3 

The  following  applicants  awarded  priority  for  tuberculosis  in  any  year  were  rehoused  by 
the  Council  in  1957  - 

No.  rehoused 

When  a tuberculosis  person  moves  house  we  try  to  get  the  vacated  house  disinfected  before 
the  incoming  family  go  in.  The  number  of  houses  disinfected  in  this  way  in  1957  was  10. 


Points 

1 to  4 5 to  8 

15 
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Table  XIII 
VACCINATIONS 
(a)  Diphtheria 

From  figures  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  the  following  are  derived:- 
INOCULATIONS  DONE  EACH  YEAR 


Age  at  31st 
December 


1957 

0 

4 

years 

5 

- 

14 

years 

1956 

0 

> 

4 

years 

5 

- 

14 

years 

1955 

0 

=> 

4 

years 

5 

14 

years 

1954 

0 

4 

years 

5 

= 

14 

years 

1953 

0 

- 

4 

years 

5 

- 

14 

years 

Primary 

Re- inforcing 

Inoculations 

Inoculations 

done  in  the 

done  in  the 

year 

year 

512 

48 

52 

368 

486 

46 

69 

707 

384 

42 

53 

412 

501 

66 

38 

347 

397 

63 

46 

346 

PERCENTAGE  OF  CHILDREN  WITH  EFFECTIVE  IMMUNITY 


Immunisation 

is  effective  for 

about  five  years 

i and  then  : 

requires  to  be 

re-inforced 

Hence: - 

Children 

Children 

vaccinated 

vaccinated 

Population 

Percentage 

December  31st 

Age 

Group 

at  any  time 

in  the  last 

Census 

children 

in  their 

5 years 

1951 

immune 

life 

1957 

0 - 

4 

years 

1,871 

1,871 

55%) 

50% 

5 - 

14 

years 

4,937 

2,594 

48%) 

1956 

0 - 

4 

years 

1,800 

1,800) 

53%) 

51% 

5 - 

14 

years 

4,690 

2,655) 

49%) 

1955 

0 - 

4 

years 

1,769 

1,769) 

52%) 

50% 

5 - 

14 

years 

4,352 

2,642) 

3,414* 

48%) 

1954 

0 - 

4 

years 

1,882 

1,882) 

5,416 

55%) 

50% 

5 - 

14 

years 

3,975 

2,517 

8,830 

46%) 

1953 

0 - 

4 

years 

1,906 

1 906) 

50%) 

59% 

5 - 

14 

years 

4,  947 

3,335) 

62%) 

“Owing  to  lower  birth  rates  population  of  age  group  0-4  years  probably  less  now. 


INFANT  VACCINATION  RATE 


Percentage  of  those  born  in  a given  year  who  were  vaccinated  in  that  year  or  the  next: 


Year  of  birth 

Number  of 

Year 

Number 

% 

Total 

% 

live  births 

vaccinated 

vaccinated 

1957 

697 

1957 

99 

14 

? 

? 

1958 

. ? 

? 

1956 

632 

1956 

86 

14 

411 

65 

1957 

325 

51 

1955 

581 

1955 

55 

9 

369 

64 

1956 

314 

53 

1954 

579 

1954 

69 

12 

369 

64 

1955 

300 

52 

1953 

591 

1953 

53 

9 

433 

73 

1954 

380 

64 

28 


Vaccination  by  age  at  date  of  vaccination,, 


Number  of 

Number  under  1 year 

Percentage  of  births  of 

live  births 

of  age  vaccinated 

previous  year 

1957 

697 

300 

47 

1956 

632 

291 

46 

1955 

581 

256 

44 

1954 

579 

342 

58 

1953 

591 

? 

? 

COMPARISON  WITH  OTHER  AREAS 


Dart ford 

Dart ford 

Kent 

England  & 

Rural  Dist. 

Borough 

A.  C. 

Wales 

Percentage  of  those 

born  in  1956 

vaccinated  in  1956  or  1957 

57% 

65% 

61% 

Percentage  of  births 

of  previous 

year  of  those  vaccinated  at  age 

of  under  1 year 

35% 

47% 

> *■ 

" 

Percentage  of  children  under  15 

years  vaccinated  in 

the  5 years 

ending  31. 12. 1957 

48% 

58% 

52% 

- - 

Children  under  5 years  vaccinated 

at  any  time  in  their 

life 

55% 

55% 

54% 

53% 

(b)  Smallpox 

Numbers  vaccinated: 

Age  at 

December  31st 

Under  1 

1 - 4 

5-14 

1957 

Vaccinated 

258 

227 

51 

Re vaccinated 

; ~ 

7 

18 

1956 

Vaccinated 

251 

145 

13 

Re vaccinated 

1 

8 

1955 

Vaccinated 

195 

124 

17 

Revacc inated 

. 4 

1 

4 

1954 

Vaccinated 

224 

159 

15 

Revacc inated 

1 

27 

1953 

Vaccinated 

229 

110 

4 

Revacc inated 

. ■» 

3 

10 

1952 

Vaccinated 

250 

125 

12 

Revacc inated 

3 

12 

INFANT  VACCINATION 

RATE 

Percentage  of  those  born  in  a given 

year  who  were 

vaccinated 

l in  that 

year  or  the  next: 

Year  of  birth 

Number  of 

Year 

Number 

% 

Total 

% 

live  births  vaccinated  vaccinated 

1957 

697 

1957 

258 

37 

? 

? 

1958 

? 

? 

1956 

632 

1956 

251 

40 

441 

70 

1957 

190 

30 

1955 

581 

1955 

195 

33 

334 

57 

1956 

139 

24 

1954 

579 

1954 

224 

39 

340 

58 

1955 

116 

20 

1953 

591 

1953 

229 

39 

380 

64 

1954 

151 

25 

1952 

533 

1952 

250 

47 

350 

66 

1953 

100 

19 

29 


Vaccination  by  age  at  date  of  vaccination 


Number  vaccinated  by 

Percentage  of 

Number  of 

age  at  date  of  vaccination 

births  of  those 

live  births 

vaccinated 

Under  1 

1 = 4 5 

= 14 

under  one  year 

1957 

697 

441 

50 

45 

63% 

1956 

632 

381 

14 

15 

60% 

1955 

581 

309 

12 

16 

53% 

1954 

579 

369 

13 

5 

64% 

1953 

591 

326 

15 

1 

55% 

1952 

533 

359 

21 

10 

67% 

Vaccination  done 

by  Private 

Doctors  and 

Clinics 

The  analysis 

of  1957  vaccinations  is 

as  follows:- 

Vaccinated 

Revacc inated 

Age  Group 

Private  Doctors 

Clinics 

Private  Doctors  Clinics 

Under  1 

243 

198 

1 = 4 years 

44 

6 

7 

5 = 14  years 

45 

. » 

18 

TOTAL  UNDER  15 

332 

204 

25 

COMPARISON  WITH  OTHER  AREAS 


Dart ford 

Dart ford 

Kent 

England 

Rural  Dist. 

Borough 

A,  C. 

Wales 

Percentage 

of 

those  born  in  1956 

vaccinated 

in 

1956  or  1957 

60% 

70% 

65% 

- 

Percentage 

of 

births  of  those 

vacc inated 
1 year 

in 

1957  at  age  under 

58% 

63% 

62% 

43% 

RE = VACC I NAT  I ON 

The  number  of  children  due  each  year  for  re-vaccination  in  school  life  (assuming  only  one 
re-vaccination  during  that  period)  is  roughly  the  number  of  infant  vaccinations  done  five  years 
previously  and  the  percentage  re-vaccinated  is  shown  by  the  following  calculations: 


Dartford 

Dartford 

Kent 

England  & 

Rural  Dist. 

Borough 

A.  C. 

Wales 

Infant  vaccinations  done  in  1952 

272 

359 

13,394 

206, 131 

Children  aged  5-14  re-vacc inated 

8 

18 

513 

18,052 

Percentage  of  possible  number  of 
those  re- vacc inated 

3%* 

5% 

4% 

9% 

* Correction  for  increase  in  school 

population  through 

immigration  and  other 

errors  would 

result  in  an  even  lower  percentage. 


(c)  Poliomyelitis 


The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  of  children  who  received  a course  of  two 
injections  against  poliomyelitis  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957: 
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Born  in  - 

Dart ford 

Rural  District 

Dartford  Borough 

1947 

211 

325 

1948 

197 

277 

1949 

173 

265 

1950 

163 

228 

1951 

79 

106 

1952 

48 

77 

1953 

44 

64 

1954 

29 

59 

1955 

2 

4 

1956 

2 

1957 

“ 

Total 

946 

1,407 

(d)  Tuberculosis 

(vaccinated  with  B.C»G») 

The  following  figures 

are  kindly  provided  by  the  Chest  Physician,  Dartford: 

Children  under 

Dartford 

Rural  District 

Dartford  Borough 

15  years  of  age 

102 

122 

It  must  be  remembered. 

however,  that 

some  persons  from 

those  parts  of  the  rural 

adjacent  to  other  urban  areas  attend  other  clinics  and,  therefore,  these  figures  are  not  quite 
complete  for  the  rural  district. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS 
OP  THE  BOROUGH  OF  DARTFORD 


YOUR  WORSHIP,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  ray  Annual  Report,  which  includes  a summary  of  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  1957. 

INSPECTIONS  UNDER  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 

Complaints  and  Routine  visits  in  Connection  with  Nuisances 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  complaints  entered' in  the  Complaint  Book  during 
the  year0," 


Complaints  re  accumulations,  etc.  . . 16 

Complaints  re  food  . . . . ..  30 

Choked  Drains  (cleared  by  Public  Health  Department). . 258 

Choked  Drains  (cleared  by  Owners)  ..  11 

Matters  requiring  execution  of  works  of  repair  . . 103 

Complaints  re  dustbins  ..  ■...  ..  ..  ..  75 

Overcrowding  . , . , . . . . . . . , . . . . 23 

Bugs  . . . . 5 

Woodworm  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Wasps  . . . . . , . . , . . . 12 

Fleas  . . . . . . . . t-  . . . . . . 3 

Other  insects  . . . . . . ....  .,  ..  ..  11 

Miscellaneous  ..  ..  49 

Complaints  of  matters  where  no  nuisance  was  found  . . 52 


640 


DUSTBINS 

1 

The  policy  of  the  Council  in  the  eyent  of  no  dustbin  being  provided  by  either  owner 
or  occupier,  is  to  provide  a bin  and  recover  a sum  of  7s.  6d.  with  the  rates  on  the 
1st  April.  Eighty  nine  new  bins  were  supplied  during  the  year  (initial  supply) 
and  seven  were  supplied  as  replacements  for  bins  provided  previously  by  the  Council. 

ERADICATION  OF  VERMIN 

During  the  course  of  the  year  5 premises  were  treated  for  bugs,  10  for  woodworm, 

10  for  wasps  and  three  for  fleas,  A liquid  spray  containing  D.  D. T.  and  pyrethrum  is  used 
for  normal  disinfestation.  Wasps  nests  are  treated  with  Magnesium  Cyanide.  A charge  of 
5s,  Od,  is  made  in  respect  of  treatment  for  wasps,  woodworm,  ants,  etc. 
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TABLE  OF  NUISANCES  REMEDIED  AND  REPAIRS  EFFECTED 


Accumulation  of  refuse  or  manure  removed 
Animals  = Nuisances  abated  . „ 


Brickwork 


Ceilings 

Cesspools 


Doors 

Drains 


(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 

(a) 

(b) 


repaired  „ . . „ . „ „ . . . . , . 

repointed  or  rendered 
cleansed 
repaired 
emptied 
repaired 

Cooking  apparatus  repaired  or  renewed 
Coppers  repaired  or  renewed  , , 

frames  or  fittings  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

(a)  cleared  by  service  of  notice 

(b)  cleared  by  Department 
reconstructed 
repaired 

gully  fenders  repaired 
inspection  chambers  provided  . , . . ■ 

inspection  chambers  repaired 
vent  shafts  or  fresh  air  inlets  repaired 
grates  provided  . „ 
other  repairs 
floorboards  repaired  . . 
floor  joists  repaired 
sub  floor  ventilation  improved  . . 
solid  floors  repaired 
repaired 

stripped  and  re- roofed 
eaves  gutters  repaired 
down  pipes  repaired  „ „ 
sinks  renewed 
sink  waste  pipes  renewed 
new  treads  or  risers  . . 


Fireplaces 


Floors 


Roofs 


Sinks 


Stairs 


Walls 


(c) 

(d) 

(e) 
Cf) 

,g) 

(h) 

(a) 

<bjr 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(a) 

(b) 
(a) 


Water  supply 


Windows 


W.  C„ 


Yard  Paving 


(b)  handrails  provided 

(a)  cleansed  and  re-decorated 

(b)  plaster  repaired 

(c)  dampness  abated  . . . 

(a)  taps,  pipes,  etc.  repaired  . . . „ 

(b)  water  storage  tanks  repaired  or  renewed 

(a)  frames,  sashes  or  casements  repaired 

(b)  glazing  or  putties  . . , , . . . . 

(c)  sashcords.  etc,  repaired  „ „ 

(a)  flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

(b)  W,  C,  pans  renewed 

(c)  W. C seats  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

(a)  repaired  . . ,,  , . . . ■ 

(b)  re  drained  . , 


Miscellaneous  defects  not  included  above 


DRAINAGE  WORK 

Number  of  drains  tested  by  water  , „ 
Other  tests  . , . 


9 

3 

55 

74 

1 

108 


2 

75 

14 
258 

2 

19 

26 

1 

15 
21 

3 

18 

24 

6 

23 
15 

154 

63 

24 

4 
11 

8 

3 

135 

210 

7 

4 

140 

125 

85 

23 

11 

28 

48 

4 

108 


36 

6 

42 


In  all,  200  visits  were  made  to  drainage  works  for  the  purpose  of  drain  testing  or 
supervision,, 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Visits  and  investigations  by  Public  Health  Inspectors 
Premises  disinfected  (tuberculosis) 

Premises  disinfected  (all  other  infections) 

Library  books  disinfected 


111 

13 

47 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


Observations  of  atmospheric  pollution  by  the  use  of  standard  deposit  gauges  and  lead 
peroxide  gauges  are  made  at  three  sites  in  the  Borough,  Volumetric  apparatus  for  the  daily 
measurement  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  was  brought  into  operation  in  November,  1956. 

Details  in  connection  with  the  observations  and  results  of  analyses  together  with  those  in 
respect  of  adjacent  local  authority  areas,  will  be  found  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Thames^ 
side  Joint  Committee  for  the  Abatement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution, 

The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  brought  with  it  an  increased  awareness 
of  the  need  to  plan  ahead  for  the  abatement  of  atmospheric  pollution.  One  factory  which  had 
previously  been  using  some  coal  burning  and  some  creosote  pitch  burning  plant  converted 
completely  to  creosote  pitch,,  These  same  premises  had  from  time  to  time  given  rise  to 
complaints  regarding  the  emission  of  black  smoke.  Recording  smoke  density  meters  were 
installed  during  the  year  and  subsequently  there  has  been  little,  if  any.  cause  for  complaint. 
At  other  premises  arrangements  were  made  for  the  replacement  of  three  Lancashire  boilers 
fired  by  Bennis  automatic  sprinkler  stokers,  by  an  oil"fired  Babcock  and  Wilcox  water  tube 
boiler  and  arrangements  were  also  put  in  hand  for  Lancashire  boilers  at  two  large  hospitals 
in  the  area  to  be  converted  to  oil  firing 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

A site  at  Stonehill  Woods,  Joydens  Wood,,  is  licensed  for  twenty=four  chalet  type 
bungalows  and  Town  Planning  approval  has  been  given  for  the  siting  of  ten  trailer~type 
caravans  upon  this  site.  Ten  such  caravans  have  been  granted  individual  licences  and  are 
being  used  for  residential  purposes. 

Changes  in  the  occupants  of  these  residential  caravans  or  caravan  sites  occur  at 
fairly  frequent  intervals 

OVERCROWDING 

Three  complaints  of  overcrowding  were  received  during  the  year.  At  two  of  the  premises 
there  was  no  statutory  overcrowding  and  at  the  third,  a Council  house,  overcrowding  had 
arisen  by  the  presence  of  a married  daughter  and  her  family.  House  to  house  inspection  was 
resumed  on  a fairly  substantial  scale  during  the  year  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  no  cases  of 
overcrowding  came  to  light  as  a result  of  the  inspections  which  were  made. 

SWIMMING  BATHS 

The  open  air  swimming  bath  in  Burnham  Road,  which  is  under  the  administrative  control 
of  the  Borough  Surveyor,  has  a continuous  heating  and  chlorination  plant,  the  water  being 
chlorinated  so  as  to  give  a residual  chlorine  figure  of  0.5  ppm.  at  the  inlet. 

The  swimming  bath  at  the  Dartford  College  of  Physical  Education  is  open  during  the 
summer  months  for  certain  school  children.  Samples  from  the  deep  and  shallow  ends  of  both 
baths  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  at  intervals  throughout  the  season.  All 
were  reported  to  be  satisfactory 

HOUSING  ACT 

Information  in  connection  with  housing  has  already  been  provided  in  the  Quarterly  Return 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  on  Form  P 13  (hsg). 

Briefly  summarised  this  shows  the  demolition  of  14  houses,  the  closing  of  6 and  part  of 
one  and  the  repair  of  281. 
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HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS  ACT,,  1954  and  RENT  ACT.  1957 


No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
1954  Act  were  received  during  1957  nor  was  any  application  received  for  the  revocation  of  a 
Certificate  issued  under  that  Act  prior  to  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Rent  Act,  1957.  Details  of  applications  for  certificates  received,  certificates  issued  and 
applications  for  cancellations  received,  are  set  out  in  the  following  table:- 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  . . . . 40 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  . ...  ..  39 

Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  . landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  . . ..  . . . . 11 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Improvement  Grants  have  been  made  in  respect  of  9 properties,  6 of  which  are  owner- 
occupied  premises. 


LABORATORY  SERVICES 


The  laboratory  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  and  County  Analyst' s 
Laboratories  at  Maidstone  and  also  at  the  Pathological  Laboratories  of  the  Dartford  Group  of 
Hospitals,  The  following  specimens  were  submitted  for  examination:- 


Drinking  water  (Bacteriological).. 

, . . O 

18 

Drinking  water  (Chemical)  .. 

0 • 

8 

Swimming  Bath  water  (Bacteriological).. 

o 0 

14 

Milk  (Bacteriological)., 

* 0 

32 

Food  and  Drug  Samples  . , 

0 6 

157 

Ice  Cream  (Biochemical) 

O 0 „ 0 

13 

Footy  for  infection 

0 0 0 0 

Nil 

Faeces  , „ 

O 0 0 0 

5 

ICE  CREAM 

Premises  used  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  sale  of  ice 

cream  and  from  which  ice  cream  was  sold  . . 86 

Number  of  premises  registered  and  used  for 

manufacture  of  ice  cream  , . , . . . . . 1 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  biochemical 

examinations  , . . . . . . , . . 13 


Results  of  examinations  are  set  out  below:  - 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 


Hot  Mix 

Manufactured  Manufactured 

inside  outside 

District  District 

4 
3 
1 


4 

1 


Fourteen  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  examination.  Nine 
samples  of  ice  cream  from  five  sources.,  manufactured  outside  the  district,  had  average  fat  and 
total  solids  contents  of  10,  7 and  37  2 respectively  , Five  samples  of  ’■’hot  mix*5  ice  cream,  manu- 
factured within  the  district  had  average  figures  of  6.87  and  30.17. 
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MILK  = LICENCES  ETC 


The  following  are  details  in  connection  with  licences  issued  and  premises  in  use  in  the 
area; » 


Number  of  Dairies  (excluding  dairy  farms) 

Number  of  registered  distributors  with  premises  in  the  Borough 
(including  17  distributors  selling  sterilized  milk  only) 

Number  of  registered  distributors  with  premises  outside  the 
Borough  (including  1 selling  sterilized  milk  only)  „„ 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Dealer’s  Licences  issued 
Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  Supplementary  Licences  issued  „ . 
Pasteurised  Milk  Dealer’ s Licences  issued 
Pasteurised  Milk  Supplementary  Licences  issued 
Sterilized  Milk  Dealers  Licences  issued 


2 

20 

9 

11 

12 

11 

12 

21 


SAMPLES 


During  the  year,  1 sample  of  Tuberculin  Tested  (Farm  Bottled)  Milk,  20  samples  of 
Pasteurised  Milk,  1 sample  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised),  3 samples  of  Channel 
Island  Milk  (Pasteurised)  and  7 of  Sterilized  Milk  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst 
for  routine  examination. 


All  samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests, 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES 

There  is  no  licenced  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  but  the  following  figures  are  in 
respect  of  inspection  of  animals  at  a large  hospital  within  the  Council’s  area:- 


7 cows,  7 calves  and  560  pigs  were  killed  at  this  slaughterhouse  during  the  year  and 
all  were  inspected.  In  no  case  was  a whole  carcase  condemned,  Cysticercus  Bovis  was  not 
found  in  any  carcase  For  diseases  other  than  tuberculosis,  parts  of  18  pigs  carcases 
representing  3.2%  were  condemned.  For  Tuberculosis,  parts  of  4 pigs  carcases  representing 
0 7%  were  condemned  Tuberculosis  was  not  found  in  any  bovine  carcase.  Disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  was  found  in  one  cow  representing  14  3% 


OTHER  INSPECTIONS 


Apart  from  the  figures  included  in  other  sections  of  the  report,  the  following  visits 
were  made  during  the  year:- 

Visits  to:- 


Fruit  Pickers  Huts 
Offensive  Trades 
Public  Conveniences  at  Inns 
Other  Public  Conveniences  . . 

Slipper  Baths 

Stables,  Piggeries,  etc 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

ke- inspections  and  visits  to  works  i 

Miscellaneous  visits 


5 

10 

74 

58 

11 

92 

87 

progress  . . ..  ..  3147 

458 


In  all,  a total  of  8,784  visits  or  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 
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PUBLIC  BATHS 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES  AND  SLIPPER  BATHS 

The  Corporation  have  provided  and  maintain  the  following,  which  are  under  the 
administrative  control  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector; - 

Public  Conveniences  with  wash  and  brush  up  facilities  and  slipper 
baths  for  both  sexes  at  Spital  Street. 

Public  Conveniences  for  both  sexes  on  The  Brent. 

Public  Conveniences  for  both  sexes  in  Market  Street. 

The  number  of  persons  using  the  Slipper  Baths  is  given  below,  together  with  compara- 
tive  figures  for  1955  and  1956:- 


1955 

1956 

1957 

Men 

13,414 

14, 144 

16,259 

Boys 

674 

686 

526 

Women 

3,780 

3,488 

3,955 

Girls 

275 

258 

432 

18, 143 

18,576 

21, 172 

POOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  ETC, 

POOD  PREPARATION  PREMISES 

An  inspection  of  all  food  preparation  premises  and  subsequent  action  to  ensure  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  was  completed  during  the  year.  The 
maintenance  of  standards  achieved  is  not  made  easier  by  the  differences  in  interpretation  which 
are  placed  upon  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  by  different  local  authorities  and  this  difficulty 
was  enhanced  during  1957  by  a decision  reached  upon  an  Appeal  in  relation  to  the  exposure  of 
foods  to  risk  of  contamination  at  Coventry.  Traders  who,  in  1950,  had  taken  action  to  prevent 
food  from  risk  of  contamination  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  Byelaws,  felt,  not  without 
some  reason  having  regard  to  the  case  referred  to  above,  that  they  had  incurred  unnecessary 
expenditure  in  providing  shop  fronts  in  their  premises,  etc. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  food  premises  of  various  types  in  the  Council’s 
area  and  the  number  of  visits  of  inspection  or  re- Inspection  paid  to  such  premises  during  the 
year.  All  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared  or  stored  for  sale  for  human  consumption  are 
inspected  at  least  twice  in  every  year.  Some  are  inspected  as  a routine  measure  three  times  a 
year  and  some  quarterly.  The  frequency  of  inspection  varies  according  to  the  type  of  business 

carried  on  and  the  manner  in  which  the  particular  business  is  conducted. 

P!Sj  i , 

Where  more  than  one  trade  or  business  is  carried  on  in  a particular  shop,  e,  g.  grocers 
who  also  sell  ice-cream,  or  grocers  who  also  sell  a small  amount  of  greengrocery,  the  premises 
are  classified  according  to  the  predominant  trade  and  one  inspection  entry  only  is  made  in 
connection  with  visits  to  such  multi-purpose  shops:  - 

No,  of  No.  of 

Premises  inspections 


Bakeshouses 
Butchers  „ „ 


7 

26 


64 

244 


No.  of 

No.  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Cafes,  Restaurants,  Canteens,  etc  .. 

7 

64 

Confectioners  - Sugar  confectionery 

108) 

170 

Flour  " 

19) 

Dairies 

2 

4 

Fish  Friers  . . . . 

11 

67 

Fishmongers  (not  friers)  ». 

4 

19 

Greengrocers 

24 

186 

Grocers 

78) 

424 

Mixed  Grocers  and  Greengrocer 

14) 

Ice  Cream  premises  (including  Manu- 
facturers) 

95  f 

65 

Licenced  Premises  (non-catering) 

42 

124 

Knackers  Yards 

1 

10 

Slaughterhouses 

1 

67 

* Although  two  premises  are  registered  as  dairies,  one  only 
is  used  as  such  and  this  only  on  rare  occasions. 

| This  figure  represents  the  number  of  premises  registered 
most  of  which  are  grocers  or  confectioners  and  inspections 
of  which  are  recorded  under  those  headings. 

REGISTERED  PREMISES 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  16  of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  the 
following  table  indicates  the  number  of  premises  registered  for:- 


Sausage  Making  and  Cooked  Meats  . . 29 
Curing  and  Preservation  of  Pish  . . 4 
Ice  Cream  Manufacture  and  Sale  „„  2 
Ice  Cream  Storage  and  Sale  . . 93 


Visits  to  these  premises  are  included  in  the  figures  tabulated  above. 

As  a result  of  the  foregoing  inspections,  138  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  and 
140  Notices  were  complied  with.  The  following  table  sets  out  the  defects  remedied;- 

Premises  and  Equipment 

1,  Disrepair  of  walls  and  ceilings  of  food  rooms  11 

2,  Unclean  walls  and  ceilings  of  food  rooms  ..  ....  ..  37 

3,  Disrepair  of  floors  or  floor  coverings  of  food  rooms  ..  ..  11 

4,  Unclean  condition  of  floors  of  food  rooms  ....  ..  ..  3 

5,  Inadequate  lighting  ..  ...  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . 2 

6,  Inadequate  ventilation  ..  „.  ..  ...  ....  ..  ..  4 

7,  Disrepair  of  equipment  ,. 

8,  Unclean  equipment  . . . , . . . . . . ....  . . . . 4 

9,  Inadequate  sinks  or  other  facilities  for  cleansing  equipment:  - 


* (a)  New  sinks  provided 

a oo  a o 

10 

* (b)  Polythene  bowls  provided 

. 

8 

10. 

Inadequate  water  supplies  for  sinks 

oo  a « • a 

21 

11. 

Inadequate  wash-hand  basins  .. 

0 0 0 o 0 0 

35 

12. 

Inadequate  water  supply  to  wash-hand  basins  .. 

29 

Personnel  and  Clothing 

13.  Unclean  personnel  .... 

14.  Unclean  clothing  . . » . „ . . . . . 

15.  Inadequate  accommodation  for  outdoor  clothing 

16.  Inadequate  provision  of  dressings,  antiseptics,  etc.  .. 

17.  Inadequate  provision  of  soap,  nailbrushes  and  towels  .. 

18.  Absence  of  Notice  re  Washing  of  Hands 


2 

18 

49 

33 

20 


38 


Protection  of  Pood  from  risk  of  contamination 


19  Surfaces,  having  contact  with  food,  constructed  of  unsuitable 

materials  ..  ....  ...  . . . „ ...  . , . . . . . . 51 

20.  Animals  likely  to  contaminate  food  in  food  rooms  . . . . „ . . . 5 

21.  Pood  not  covered  against  risk  of  contamination  ...  ..  ..  . . 25 

22  Personnel  smoking  in  food  preparation  rooms  . . . . . . . . 11 


Sanitary  Accommodation 

23.  Disrepair 

24.  Unclean  condition  . . . . ..  ..  ..  . , . . ..  ..  . . 17 

25.  Communicating  directly  with  premises  used  for  cleansing 

of  food  equipment  . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 2 

Miscellaneous 

Miscellaneous  defects  not  included  above  ...  . . . . ..  ..  59 

There  are  many  small  house=shops  in  the  district  which  sell  a very  small 
quantity  of  open  food  and  which  are  provided  with  sinks  which  have 
always  been  used  for  hand  washing  and  for  the  washing  of  the  very  limited 
amount  of  food  equipment,  e g„  one  scale  pan  or  perhaps  one  scale  pan  and 
knife.  In  such  cases,  particularly  where  space  for  the  installation  of  a 
wash- hand  basin  has  been  very  limited,  the  shopkeeper  has  been  asked  to 
provide  a polythene  bowl  to  be  set  on  one  side  for  the  washing  of  the 
small  amount  of  equipment  and  to  continue  to  use  the  sink  for  hand  washing 
purposes. 

The  supply  of  food  hygiene  posters  to  various  classes  of  catering  establishments  has 
been  continued  during  the  year. 


POOD  AND  DRUG  SAMPLING 


During  the  year  157  samples  were  obtained 

(3  formal 

and  154 

informal). 

The 

following 

table  shows  the  results  of  the  analyses 

of  these  samples; 

» 

Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine  Inferior 

Adulterated 

Almonds  - Ground 

= 

1 

1 

; a 

t o 

Almond  ■»  Marzipan  .» 

- 

1 

1 

r, -• 

- 

Apricots  = Dried 

•= 

1 

I 

- 

- 

Borax  & Honey  (B  PC.) 

1 

1 

- 

Bread 

- 

4 

1 

3 

« 

Bun  = Belgian  . . . . . . . . . . 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Butter  . . . . ■ . . 

«■ 

4 

4 

- 

Cherries  ~ Glace 

1 

1 

» 

Cheese  Spread 

~ 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Cheese  Cheddar  (Processed) 

.= 

1 

- 

1 

*» 

Chicken  Paste  . . 

1 

1 

- 

Cocoa 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Coffee 

=- 

2 

2 

= 

Confectionery  = Butterscotch  . . 

1 

1 

o 

- 

Cornflour 

• 

1 

1 

= 

Crab  paste 

- 

2 

2 

Currants  „ . 

= 

2 

2 

Curry  Powdpr  . „ 

1 

1 

= 

Pish  Cake  . , 1 . 

i 

1 

= 

» 

Flour  . . . . . . . . . . . b 

Fruit  Pies: = 

- 

i 

1 

Apricot 

= 

i 

1 

Blackcurrant 

- 

l 

- 

1 

> 

Blackcurrant  & Apple  . . 

- 

2 

1 

1 

Loganberry  & Apple 

1 

1 

» 

« 

Ginger  - ground 

1 

~ 

1 

Honey 

1 

1 

= 
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Article 

Formal 

Informal 

Genuine 

Inferior 

Adulterated 

Ice  Cream 

C 

14 

14 

Jam  ~ Apple  & Raspberry 

1 

1 

o 

Gooseberry  . . 

1 

1 

« 

c 

Raspberry  . . 

1 

1 

• 

Strawberry  ; . 

3 

1 

2 

Strawberry  & Gooseberry  . » 

1 

- 

1 

e 

Jelly  ...  

2 

2 

Lemonade 

1 

1 

• 

• 

Lemon  Squash 

1 

1 

« 

Lard 

2 

2 

- 

. 

Marmalade 

= 

2 

2 

e. 

- 

Margerine 

- 

3 

3 

- 

- 

Meat  (Beef  Loaf)  .. 

. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Meat  Pie 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Milk 

2 

- 

2 

- 

Milk  = Channel  Island  Pasteurised 

: = 

3 

3 

» 

Condensed  . . 

- 

3 

3 

= 

» 

Condensed,  skimmed 

sweetened 

* 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Pasteurised  ..  1 . . - 

~ 

20 

20 

- 

Sterilised 

~ 

7 

7 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested-Farm 

bottled  . . 

= 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Tuberculin  Tested  - 

pasteurised 

1 ‘ “ 

1 

1 

- 

Mushrooms 

1 

1 

= 

- 

Mustard 

= 

2 

2 

= 

= 

Olive  Oil 

= 

1- 

1 

• 

» 

Orange  Squash 

- 

1 

1 

• 

- 

Pancake  Mixture  ... 

= 

1 

1 

- 

Pastilles,  Gees  Linctus  (BPC) 

* 

1 

1 

** 

* 

Peas  * tinned 

- 

1 

1 

• 

- 

Peel  - mixed 

* 

1 

1 

* 

Prunes  . , 

=* 

2 

2 

“ 

Raisins 

= 

1 

1 

* 

* 

Salad  Cream  . . 

* 

2 

2 

** 

Sausage  = Beef 

= 

4 

1 

3 

- 

Pork 

- 

10 

4 

6 

“ 

Rolls  . . ' . . 

- 

7 

0 

1 

* 

Shortcake,  Butter 

- 

1 

1 

** 

Soup  * Cream  of  Tomato 

- 

1 

1 

" 

* 

Meat  & Tomato  variety 

= 

1 

1 

■ “ 

* 

Sugar  * Brown 

= 

1 

1 

* 

Sultanas  . . . . 

- 

1 

1 

* 

Tea 

- 

1 

1 

• 

“ 

Vinegar 

- 

2 

2 

** 

** 

Whisky  = Scotch  . . . . . . . . 

3 

** 

3 

Yeast  = Extra  Potency  . . 

** 

1 

1 

3 

154 

133 

24 

Nil 

The  following  are  details  in  connection  with  the  samples  in  the  foregoing  table  which 
were  reported  as  either  inferior  or  adulterated;* 

Bread;  (Informal)  Part  of  a loaf  of  bread  was  found  to  contain  foreign 

matter  consisting  of  fibrous  material  resembling  jute,  probably 
part  of  the  flour  sack.  The  matter  was  taken  up  with  the  baker 
concerned.  One  sample  of  bread,  the  subject  of  a complaint  was 
found  to  contain  small  pieces  of  stout  pink  paper  or  cardboard. 

These  were  thought  by  the  manufacturer,  to  whom  a warning  letter 
was  sent,  to  have  been  part  of  a flour  sack  label. 

A sample  of  bread  was  reported  as  inferior  as  it  was  found  to 
contain  foreign  matter  being  impregnated  with  very  fine  mineral 
and  organic  matter,  possibly  a portion  of  ash.  The  matter  was 
taken  up  in  correspondence  with  the  baker  concerned. 
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Bun  - Belgian 


Cheese,  Cheddar  (Processed) 


Chicken  Paste: 


Fruit  Pies-  Blackcurrant: 


Jam  - Strawberry: 


Strawberry  & Gooseberry: 


Meat.-  Beef  Loaf: 


Milk: 


Sausage  - Pork  and  Beef: 


(Informal)  A Belgian  bun  was  submitted  for  examin- 
ation, the  purchaser  having  complained  that  the  bun 
contained  a wood  louse,.  Examination  showed  that  the 
wood  louse  had  not  been  cooked  and  may  well  have  been 
introduced  on  to  the  surface  of  the  bun  in  the 
purchaser"  s premises. 

(Informal)  A sample  of  processed  Cheddar  cheese  was 
found  to  contain  excessive  moisture  and  upon  represents" 
t ions  being  made  to  the  manufacturers,  a promise  was 
made  that  standards  would  be  improved.  A sample  was 
taken  from  the  same  source  of  supply  some  months  later 
was  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality. 

(Informal)  A sample  of  chicken  paste  was  reported  to 
be  inferior  in  that  it  contained  a small  portion  of 
silicious  material  resembling  flint  This  may  well  have 
been  from  the  crop  of  one  of  the  birds  and  the  matter 
was  taken  up  in  correspondence  with  the  manufacturers. 

(Informal)  A blackcurrant  tart  was  reported  to  be 
inferior  as  the  filling  consisted  of  sugar,  apple  and  rasp- 
berry and  not  blackcurrant.  An  investigation  showed  that 
it  was  the  practice  of  the  baker  concerned  to  sell  two 
types  of  pie  in  one  of  which  the  filling  consisted  of 
apple  and  in  the  other  the  filling  consisted  of  various 
fruits  which  were  always  labelled  blackcurrant.  Arrange- 
ments were  made  for  the  appropriate  descriptions  to  be 
applied  in  future. 

Samples  of  blackcurrant  (with  apple)  pie  and  loganberry 
and  apple  pie  were  reported  to  be  inferior  on  the  grounds 
that  the  fillings  were  predominantly  apple  and  that  the 
word  "apple"  should,  therefore,  precede  that  of  the  other 
fruit.  Representations  were  made  to  the  firm  concerned 
but  with  no  success. 

(Informal)  A sample  of  strawberry  jam  supplied  to  one 
of  the  hospitals  in  the  area  was  found  to  be  deficient 
in  fruit.  A repeat  sample  was  similarly  deficient.  The 
matter  was  taken  up  in  correspondence  with  the  manufacturers 
and  subsequently  it  was  not  possible  to  take  repeated 
samples  as  the  source  of  supply  had  been  discontinued. 

(Informal)  A sample  of  strawberry  and  gooseberry  jam 
from  the  same  source  was  also  found  to  be  deficient  in 
fruit, 

(Informal)  A sample  of  beef  loaf  was  found  to  be 
heavily  marked  with  sulphite  stain  and  was  reported  to  be 
of  low  commercial  quality  and  unsuitable  for  food.  Stocks 
of  this  commodity  were  withdrawn  upon  representations 
being  made  to  the  vendors. 

(Informal)  Two  samples  of  milk  were  reported  to  be 
inferior  due  to  the  presence  of  mould  hyphae  and  spores 
appearing  on  the  inside  of  the  bottles,  In  each  case  the 
matter  was  taken  up  with  the  dairyman  concerned. 

(Informal)  A sample  of  pork  sausage  was  found  to  be 
deficient  in  meat,  the  content  being  59%. 

In  the  case  of  three  samples  of  pork  sausage,  there  was 
a slight  deficiency  of  meat  and  the  matter  was  taken  up 
with  the  manufacturers  concerned. 
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In  the  other  three  cases,  and  in  the  case  of  the  sample 
of  beef  sausage,  preservative  was  present  and  not  declared 
and  in  each  case  the  matter  was  taken  up  With  the  vendors 
and  the  necessary  notices  subsequently  displayed. 

Sausage-  Rolls:  (Informal)  A sample  of  sausage  roll  was  found  to  be 

deficient  in  meat  content.  When  a visit  was  made  to  take 
a repeat  sample  it  was  found  that  the  business  had  changed 
hands  and  samples  from  the  incoming  baker  were  found  to  be 
of  satisfactory  quality. 


UNSOUND  POOD 


The  total  quantity  of  unsound  food  dealt  With  during  the  year  was  1 ton,  5 cwts.  3 qrs. 
3 lbs.  and  9 ozs.  Details  of  the  food  surrendered  are  tabulated  below:  * 


PISH 

Cured  fillets 
Dogfish 
Skate 
Whiting 

MEAT,  POULTRY  ETC 

Bacon 

Beef 

Lamb 

Lamb’  s Liver  (Tinned) 

Ox  Liver 
Ox  Tongues 
Pork 

Pig’  s Kidneys 
Pig’s  heads 
Pig’ s plucks 
Poultry 

Sausages  - beef 
pork 

MISCELLANEOUS  GROCERIES 

Cheese  and  processed  cheese 
TINNED  GOODS 

Pish  133  tins,  Pruit  403  tins,  ) 
Meat  217  tins,  Milk  120  tins,  ) 
Rice  6 tins,  Vegetables  273  tins)  ° 


Tons.  Cwts. 


Qrs.  Lbs.  Ozs. 


1 0 0 

2 0 0 

3 14  0 

1 14  0 


14 

2 1 2 

4 

3 17 
12 
14 

2 2 

1 - 14 

1 6 

17 
14 

4 12 

1 5 


0 

8 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

8 

0 


2 12 


17  2 5 5 


TOTAL  1 5339 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

The  following  is  a summary  of  inspections  carried  out  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  above  Act; .•= 


INSPECTIONS 

Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number 

of 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  in  which  Section  1, 
2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities 

12 

38 

4 

None 
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Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Number 

of 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforces 
by  the  Local  Authority  ...  ... 

154 

359 

27 

None 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  Outworkers’ 
premises) 

26 

48 

4 

None 

192 

445 

35 

None 

(2)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 

No,,  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 
Referred 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H M 

By  H . M, 

Prosecutions 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S,  1) 

3 

4 

Inspector 

None 

Inspector 

None 

None 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S„  3) 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S,4) 

None 

None 

None 

None 

None 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.  6) 

1 

1 

None 

None 

None 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S„  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

4 

2 

None 

None 

None 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

34 

21 

None 

None 

None 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

1 

None 

None 

None 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  Outwork) 

9 

11 

None 

None 

None 

53 

40 

None 

None 

None 

PREVENTION  OF 

DAMAGE  BY 

PESTS  ACT, 

1949 

RATS  AND  MICE 

Complaints  of  infestation 

by  rats  and 

mice  were 

received  in 

respect  of 

135  and  69 

premises  respectively.  As  a result  of  independent  survey  8 premises  were  found  to  be  infested 
by  rats  and  one  by  mice., 

128  premises  were  treated  for  infestation  by  rats  and  65  for  infestation  by  mice. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

Set  out  below  are  details  of  the  number  of  inspections  made  and  notices  served  and 
complied  with  during  the  year:- 

Number  of  inspections  made  543 

Notices  served  „ . 15 

Notices  complied  with  „„  7 
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Analysis  of  Notices  complied  with  in  1957:. ^ 

Abstracts 

Sanitary  accommodation  defective 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient  „ . 

Inadequate  temperature 

Half-day  or  Sunday  closing  offences 

Offences  relating  to  intervals  for  meals,  etc. 

Inadequate  washing  facilities 

No  seats  for  female  assistants  . . 


31 

2 

3 

1 

1 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS 

Proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  a contravention  of  Section  8 of  the  Pood  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955  occasioned  by  the  sale  of  a portion  of  butter  that  had  been  contaminated  by 
rodents.  A fine  of  £10  was  imposed.  • proceedings  were  also  instituted  in  respect  of  the  sale 
of  dried  apricots  containing  an  excessive  quantity  of  preservative.  In  this  case,  due  to  the 
many  hands  through  which  the  apricots  had  passed,  it  was  necessary  to  institute  proceedings 
against  five  different  firms.  The  original  vendors  were  found  guilty  and  a fine  of  £20  was 
imposed,  the  case  against  the  other  four  defendants  being  dismissed.  Proceedings  were  also 
instituted  in  respect  of  a contravention  of  Section  8 of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act  for  the  sale 
of  tinned  damsons  that  were  unfit  for  human  consumption.  A fine  of  £20  and  five  guineas 
costs  was  imposed 


I am,  Sir,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

T. H.  IDDISONo 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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